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Rabbi says: [It is written], Now this is the matter of the
release; [every creditor] shall release. The text indicates here
two kinds of release, one the release of land and the other
the release of money. When the release of land is in
operation the release of money is to be operative, and when
the release of land is not operative the release of money is
not to be operative.
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All of the lands that [the Jews] who ascended from Egypt
took possession of were sanctified in the first consecration
[of the land]. When they were exiled, that sanctity was
nullified. The initial consecration came about because of the
conquest. [Hence,] its consecration was effective for the
time but not for all time. When, by contrast, the descendants
of the exiles ascended [from Babylon] and took possession
of a portion of the land, they consecrated it a second time.

[This consecration] is perpetuated forever, for that time and
for all time.
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In the present era, even in the areas settled by the Jews who

ascended from Babylonia, even those [settled] in the era of
Ezra [the obligation to separate] terumah does not have the

status of a Scriptural commandment, merely that of a
Rabbinic decree. [The rationale is that] the Scriptural
[commandment to separate] terumah applies only in Eretz
Yisrael and only when the entire Jewish people are located
there. [This is derived from the phrase] "When you enter...."
[Implied is that] the entire [Jewish people] must enter [the
land], as they did when they took possession of the land
originally and as will happen in the future when they take
possession of the land a third time. In contrast, the second
time [the people] took possession of the land, in the time of
Ezra, only a portion entered. Hence, they were not obligated
according to Scriptural Law. Similarly, it appears to me that
the same concept applies with regard to the tithes. In the
present era, this obligation [as well] has the status of a
Rabbinic decree like terumah.
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And you shall eat nor bread, nor parched grain, nor green
ears, until the same day that you have brought an offering to
your God; it shall be a statute forever throughout your

generations in all your dwellings.
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The Sages of Israel differ concerning this. Some learned

from here that [the prohibition of eating] the new crop
[before the omer] applies [even] outside the Land [of Israel],

while others say that this phrase comes only to teach [us]
that they were commanded regarding the new crop only
after possession and settlement, after they had conquered
and apportioned [the land.] [Kid. 37a]
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R. Assi said in R. Johanan's name: Orlah in the Diaspora is a
halachah of Moses from Sinai. Said R. Zera to R. Assi: But
we learnt: Doubtful ‘Orlah is forbidden in the Land but
permitted in Syria.” He was momentarily nonplussed; [then]
he answered him, Perhaps it [the Mosaic halachah] was thus
given: Doubtful [orlah] is permitted [in the Diaspora],
certain [orlah] is forbidden.
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