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Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Shabbat Hagadol, 5782 (YISL), House of Bondage

From the HOUSE of BONDAGE - To the HOUSE of ISRAEL

Pharaoh & Lot: A Plague on Both Their HOUSES!
Rabbi Moshe Shulman
Shabbat Haggadol, 5782, Young Israel of Saint Louis
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman

originally used to describe the royal court or the state
itself, in the sense that the "great house" was the entity
responsible for the taxation of the lesser houses ("perw"),
which were the temple lands and private estates. From the
late 18th Dynasty and onwards, "per-aa” had begun to be
used to refer to the actual king himself.
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Figure 2 - Pharaoh brings gift to Bull
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35. Origins of the Pharaoh - eqyptologyonline.com
The term "per-aa" means "great house" and developed via
the Greek, into the word we now use today. "Per-aa" was
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39. Rav Hirsch

_ But it is not free independent individuals which are to be the
elements out of which God wishes to build up His people, it is, as we
have seen, out of free independent foxuses, formed by the bonds of blood
ot by free choice. Only within the sphere of a freely-formed famidly is the
individual to grow to the use and enjoyment of his own self. Hence, the
blood which has been offered is tzken up and placed on the mrt and the
mpwn of the Aomses in which the lamb which has been offered is to come
back to the use and enjoyment of those that had offered i, as it says
"N DR Y mpoen T mnms oo ¥9. The nm and the Mpws represent
the house, the home. The idea of 2 house is a double one, firstly to shut
the inhabitants in, apzinst the human elements, ie, privacy, to protect
them against intrusion; and secondly, shutting the inhabitants in apgainst
physical elements, protecting them against the intrusion of rain etc; the
one represented by the walls, the other by the roof. The two door posts,
the nnra, represent shutting out the soctal element, the lintel, mpwn (from
npw to look down from above) represents the protection against the physical
elements. The slaves when elevated to free human beings with full human
rights over their own family life received mpwn and Amms, insurance by
God of their protection against instrusion by the forces of man and nature.
To achieve this, he was first to place his whole self at the disposition
of Geod, giving up to God, as his Shepherd, every kind of existence he
bad hitherto lived. This is what was to be expressed by the placing of the
blocd of the slaughtered lamb on the dootposts and lintel of the houses
in which the offering itself was to be eaten. It is not the walls that will
protect him against the unfriendly forces of fellow man, nor the roof
against the unfriendly forces of nature. Within the walls and under the
roofs, it is God that protects those who are ready to give themselves to
Him.
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