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Exodus 4

1 Moses answered and said: 'But, behold,
they will not believe me, nor hearken unto
my voice; for they will say: The LORD hath
not appeared unto thee.' 2 The LORD said
unto him: 'What is that in thy hand?' And he
said: 'A rod.' 3 He said: 'Cast it on the
ground.' And he cast it on the ground, and it
became a serpent; and Moses fled from
before it. 4 the LORD said unto Moses: 'Put
forth thy hand, and take it by the tail--and he
put forth his hand, and laid hold of it, and it
became a rod in his hand-- 5 that they may
believe that the LORD, the God of their
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared
unto thee.! 6 the LORD said furthermore
unto him: 'Put now thy hand into thy bosom."
And he put his hand into his bosom; and
when he took it out, behold, his hand was
leprous, as white as snow. 7 And He said:
'Put thy hand back into thy bosom.--And he
put his hand back into his bosom; and when
he took it out of his bosom, behold, it was
turned again as his other flesh.-- 8 it shall
come to pass, if they will not believe thee,
neither hearken to the voice of the first sign,
that they will believe the voice of the latter
sign. 9 it shall come to pass, if they will not
believe even these two signs, neither hearken
unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the
water of the river, and pour it upon the dry
land; and the water which thou takest out of
the river shall become blood upon the dry
land." 10 Moses said unto the LORD: 'Oh
Lord, I am not a man of words, neither
heretofore, nor since Thou hast spoken unto
Thy servant; for I am slow of speech, and of
a slow tongue.'

20 Moses took his wife and his sons, and set
them upon an ass, and he returned to the land
of Egypt; and Moses took the rod of God in
his hand. 21 The LORD said unto Moses:
'When thou goest back into Egypt, see that
thou do before Pharaoh all the wonders

which I have put in thy hand; but I will
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harden his heart, and he will not send forth
the people.”

Shemot Rabbah VIII:1
One must not make use of the sceptre of a
mortal king, but God handed His sceptre

to Moses, as it says: And Moses took the
rod of God in his hand (Ex. IV, 20)

Shemot Rabbah V:6

SEE THAT THOU Do BEFORE
PHARAOH ALL THE WONDERS, etc.
(IV, 21). To which of the wonders did He
refer? Should you say to the serpent, to the
leprosy, or the blood, well, did not God
tell him to perform these wonders only
before Israel? Moreover, we do not find
that Moses performed these wonders
before Pharaoh? The meaning of ALL
THE WONDERS WHICH I HAVE PUT
IN THY HAND (ib.) is the rod on which
were inscribed the Ten Plagues, for it
had inscribed upon it the abbreviations De
Za K, ‘a Da SH Be'a Ha B. God said unto
him: ‘These are the plagues which I have
put in thy hand; do them before Pharaoh
with this rod.’

Mishnah Avoth 5:6

Ten things were created on the eve of the
sabbath at twilight, and these are they: [i]
the mouth of the earth, [ii] the mouth of
the well, [iii] the mouth of the she-ass, [vi]
the rod [of moses...

Pirkei D’Rebbi Eliezer ch 39

Rabbi Levi said: That staff that was
created at twilight was given to Adam
from the Garden of Eden, and Adam gave
it to Chenoch, and Chenoch gave it to
Noach, and Noach to Shem, and Shem
gave it to Abraham, and Abraham to Isaac,
and Isaac to Jacob, and Jacob brought it
down to Egypt and gave it to Joseph his
son. When Joseph died, and his home was
pillaged, it was placed in the palace of
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Pharaoh, and Jethro was one of the
Egytian Magicians. He saw the staff and
the signs carved on it, and desired it in his
heart. He took it and planted it in his
garden, and no one could approach it
again. When Moses came into his home,
he entered Jethro’s garden and saw the
staff, read the signs carved on it, stretched
forth his hand and took the staff. Jetrho
saw Moses [do this] and said: ‘this is
destined to redeem Israel from Egypt.”
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[Scripture] calls the staff ‘the staff of G_d’
because of the signs inscribed therein.
And the ‘Staff of G_d’ is the ‘Staff of
Moses’ and is the ‘Staff of Aaron’, for it
was in his hands when it was used for the

noM

signs...

Tanchuma Exodus 20
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The Holy one blessed be He said
to him: you say that my children
are not believers, but they are
believers children of believers,
And it shall come to pass, if they
will not believe also these two
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signs... The Holy One blessed
be He hinted to him, saying:
‘from where will you get
yours?’ from the water’, as it
says that you shall take of the
water of the river... R’ Shmuel
son of Nehemia said: a hint to
you and that you will get yours
from the water, as it says: shall
we fetch you water out of this
rock?

Numbers 20

7 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:
8 'Take the rod, and assemble the
congregation, thou, and Aaron thy brother,
and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes,
that it give forth its water; and thou shalt
bring forth to them water out of the rock; so
thou shalt give the congregation and their
cattle drink.' 9 And Moses took the rod from
before the LORD, as He commanded him. 10
And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly
together before the rock, and he said unto
them: 'Hear now, ye rebels; are we to bring
you forth water out of this rock?' 11 And
Moses lifted up his hand, and smote the rock
with his rod twice; and water came forth
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and
their cattle. {S} 12 And the LORD said unto
Moses and Aaron: 'Because ye believed not
in Me, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the
children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring
this assembly into the land which I have
given them.'

Rashi Numbers 20:12

For had a spoken to the rock and it had
brought forth water the Holy One, blessed be
He, would have been sanctified before the
whole congregation, since the people would

have said: "if even this rock, which does not
hear and does not speak, nonetheless obeys
the command of the Holy One, blessed be
He, how much more so should we obey His
commands!"
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Nachmanides Numbers 20:8

These words do not clarify the matter. For
since God had commanded: take the rod,
it implied that he should smite with it, for
had He only wanted that he should speak
to it, what is the point of this rod in his
hand? Similarly, with the plagues in
Egypt where he said, and the rod which
was turned to a serpent shall thou take in
thy hand it was in order to smite with it;
and sometimes he said, stretch forth thy
hand, when the meaning is: "to smite with
the rod," since Scripture writes briefly
when the subject matter is self-
understood. Moreover, the miracle is no
greater through speech than through
smiting, for as far as the rock is concerned
both are equal.

Maimonides 8 Chapters (ch 4)

Now Rabbeinu Rabbi Moshe [ben
Maimon] advance the following
reasoning, and explained "that the sin of
Moses our teacher, of blessed memory,
consisted of tending towards anger, when
he said, Here now ye rebels, and God,
blessed be he, treated this as a failing, that
a man like him should know anger in front
of the congregation that Israel, in a
situation in which anger was not
warranted.

Rabbeinu Chananel
...the sin consisted of their saying, "are

'we' to bring you forth water out of this
rock?" They should have said "shall the
Eternal bring you forth water?" Just as
they had said "when the Eternal shall give
you in the evening flesh to eat etc.”
Similarly in the case of all the miracles
they informed them that the Eternal would
do wonders for them. And since they did
not say so here, perhaps the people
thought that Moses and Aaron brought
forth the water for them out of the rock for
their own wisdom.
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Rambam Foundation of Torah, 8:1

The Jews did not believe in Moses, our
teacher, because of the wonders that he
performed. Whenever anyone's believe is
based on wonders, he has misgivings,
because it's possible to perform a wonder
through magic or sorcery. All the wonders
perform by Moses in the desert were not
intended to serve as proof of the
legitimacy of his prophecy, but rather
were performed for a purpose. It was
necessary to drown the Egyptians, so he
split the sea and sank them in it. We
needed food and he provided us with
manna. We were thirsty, so he split the
rock providing us with water. Korach's
band mutinied against them, so the earth
swallowed them up. The same applies to
the other wonders. What is the source of
our belief in him? The Revelation at
Mount Sinai. Our eyes saw, and not a
stranger's.  Our ears heard, and not
another's. There was fire, thunder, and
lightning. He entered the thick clouds; the
Voice spoke to him and we heard, "Moses,
Moses, go tell them the following..." Thus
[Deut. 5:4] relates: "Face-to-face, God
spoke to you," and [Deut. 5:3] states: "God
did not make this covenant with our
fathers, [but with us were all here alive
today]." How's it known that the
Revelation at Mount Sinai alone is proof
of the truth of Moses' prophecy that leaves
no apprehension? [Ex is 19:19] states:
"Behold, I will come to you in a thick
cloud, so that the people will hear Me
speaking to you, so that they will believe
in you forever." It appears that before this
happened, they did not believe in him with
a faith that would last forever, but rather
with a faith that allowed for suspicion and
doubts

Deut 13:2-4

2. If there arises among you a prophet, or
a dreamer of dreams, and gives you a sign
or a wonder, 3. And the sign or the
wonder, comes to pass, of which he spoke
to you, saying, Let us go after other gods,
which you have not known, and let us
serve them; 4. You shall not listen to the
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words of that prophet, or that dreamer of
dreams; for the Lord your God tests you,
to know whether you love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul.

Deut 18:18-22

18. I will raise them a Prophet from among
their brothers, like you, and will put my
words in his mouth; and he shall speak to
them all that I shall command him. 19.
And it shall come to pass, that whoever
will not listen to my words which he shall
speak in my name, I will require it of him.
20. But the prophet, who shall presume to
speak a word in my name, which I have
not commanded him to speak, or who shall
speak in the name of other gods, that
prophet shall die. 21. And if you say in
your heart, How shall we know the word
which the Lord has not spoken? 22. When
a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord,
if the thing follows not, nor come to pass,
that is the thing which the Lord has not
spoken, and the prophet has spoken it
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of
him.
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Rashi Vayikra 1:1
[God told Moses:] Go forth and say to

them captivating words, [namely:] “For
your sake God communicates with me. ”
Indeed, we find this is so for all the thirty-
eight years that the Israelites were in the
desert, placed under a ban, [i.e.,] from the
incident involving the spies and onwards,
the [Divine] speech was not addressed
especially to Moses, for it says, “So it was,
when all the men of war had finished
dying from among the people, that the
Lord spoke to me saying ...” (Deut. 2: 16-
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17). [Only then was] the Divine speech
[again] addressed specifically to me.’

Numbers Chapter 17

16. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,
17. Speak to the people of Israel, and take
from every one of them a rod according to
the house of their fathers, from all their
princes according to the house of their
fathers twelve rods; write every man’s
name upon his rod. 18. And you shall
write Aaron’s name upon the rod of Levi;
for one rod shall be for the chief of the
house of their fathers. 19. And you shall
lay them up in the Tent of Meeting before
the Testimony, where 1 will meet with
you. 20. And it shall come to pass, that the
man’s rod, whom 1 shall choose, shall
blossom; and I will make to cease from me
the murmurings of the people of Israel,
whereby they murmur against you. 21.
And Moses spoke to the people of Israel,
and every one of their princes gave him a
rod apiece, from each prince one,
according to their fathers’ houses, twelve
rods; and the rod of Aaron was among
their rods. 22. And Moses laid up the rods
before the Lord in the Tent of Testimony.
23. And it came to pass, that on the next
day Moses went into the Tent of
Testimony; and, behold, the rod of Aaron
for the house of Levi had budded, and
brought forth buds, and bloomed
blossoms, and yielded almonds. 24. And
Moses brought out all the rods from before
the Lord to all the people of Israel; and
they looked, and took every man his rod.
25. The Lord said to Moses, Bring
Aaron’s rod again before the Testimony,
to be kept for a sign against the rebels; that
there may be an ending of their
murmurings against me, that they die not.
26. And Moses did so; as the Lord
commanded him, so did he.

Ezekiel Chapter 2
1. And he said to me, son of man, stand upon

your feet, and I will speak to you. 2. And a
spirit entered into me when he spoke to me,
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and set me upon my feet, when I heard him
speaking to me.

3. And he said to me, son of man, I send you
to the people of Israel, to rebellious nations
that have rebelled against me; they and their
fathers have transgressed against me, even to
this very day. 4. For they are impudent
children and stubborn. I send you to them;
and you shall say to them, Thus said the Lord
God. 5. And they, whether they will hear, or
whether they will refuse to hear, for they are
a rebellious house, they will know that there
has been a prophet among them.

6. And you, son of man, be not afraid of
them, nor be afraid of their words, though
briers and thorns are with you, and you dwell
among scorpions; be not afraid of their
words, nor be dismayed at their looks,
though they are a rebellious house. 7. And
you shall speak my words to them, whether
they will hear, or whether they will refuse to
hear; for they are most rebellious.

8. But you, son of man, hear what I say to
you: Do not be rebellious like that
rebellious house; open your mouth, and eat
what 1 give you. 9. And when I looked,
behold, a hand was stretched out to me; and,
lo, a scroll of a book was in it; 10. And he
spread it before me; and it was written inside
and outside; and lamentations, mourning and
woe were written in it.

Ezekiel Chapter 3
4. And he said to me, son of man, go, get you

to the house of Israel, and speak with my
words to them. 5. For you are not sent to a
people of foreign speech and of a difficult
language, but to the house of Israel; 6. Not to
many peoples of a foreign speech and of a
difficult language, whose words you can not
understand. Surely, had I sent you to them,
they would have listened to you. 7. But the
house of Israel will not listen to you; for they
will not listen to me; for all the house of
Israel are impudent and stubborn of heart. 8.
Behold, I have made your face hard against
their faces, and your forehead hard against
their foreheads. 9. Like adamant harder than
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flint have I made your forehead; fear them
not, nor be dismayed at their looks, though
they are a rebellious house.

22. And the hand of the Lord was there upon
me; and he said to me, Arise, go to the plain,
and there I will talk with you. 23. Then I
arose, and went to the plain; and, behold, the
glory of the Lord stood there, like the glory
which I saw by the Kevar river; and I fell on
my face. 24. Then a spirit entered in me, and
set me upon my feet, and spoke with me, and
said to me, Go, shut yourself inside your
house. 25. But you, O son of man, behold,
they shall put cords upon you, and shall bind
you with them, and you shall not go out
among them; 26. And I will make your
tongue cleave to the roof of your mouth, that
you shall be dumb, and shall not be to them
a reprover; for they are a rebellious house.
27. But when I speak with you, I will open
your mouth, and you shall say to them, Thus
said the Lord God; He who hears, let him
hear; and he who refuses to hear, let him
refuse to hear; for they are a rebellious
house.

Rashbam Numbers 20

Speak to the Rock — the Holy One blessed
be He did not command to take the staff to
smite the rock, as He had done at Refidim,

where it is written: And smite the rock and
water shall come forth, rather He
commanded to take the staff to show them
their rebelliousness, as it says: to be kept
for a sign against the rebels, but with
speech would he speak to the rock to give
forth its water...

Ibn Ezra Numbers 20:9

The staff from before the Lord — This is the
‘Staff of G_d’, which was resting before
the [Ark of] Testimony
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