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Chanukah & Yom Ha’atzmaut:
A Fresh Look at the Spiritual & Political Legacy of Chanukah
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Talmud Bavli Shabbat 21b

Our Rabbis taught: It is incumbent to place the Hanukkah lamp by the
door of one's house on the outside; if one dwells in an upper chamber,
he places it at the window nearest the street. But in times of danger it is
sufficient to place it on the table. ...

What is Hanukkah? For our Rabbis taught: On the twenty-fifth of
Kislew [commence] the days of Hanukkah, which are eight on which a
lamentation for the dead and fasting are forbidden. For when the Greeks
entered the Temple, they defiled all the oils therein, and when the
Hasmonean dynasty prevailed against and defeated them, they made
search and found only one cruse of oil which lay with the seal of the
High Priest, but which contained sufficient for one day's lighting only;
yet a miracle was wrought therein and they lit [the lamp] therewith for
eight days. The following year these [days] were appointed a Festival
with [the recital of] Hallel and thanksgiving.
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In the days of Mattityahu, son of Yochanan the High Priest, the Hasmonean, and his sons, when the wicked kingdom of Greece rose up
against Your people Israel to make them forget Your Torah and to stray from the laws of Your will, You, with great mercy stood by them
in the time of their distress. You fought their fight, judged their cause and avenged their anger. You delivered the strong into the hands
of the weak, the many into the hands of the few, the impure into the hands of the pure, the wicked into the hands of the righteous and the
arrogant into the hands of those engaged with Your Torah. For Yourself you made a great and holy name in Your world, You performed
a great deliverance for Your people Israel on this day. After these things, Your children entered into the Holy of Holies of Your House,
cleansed Your Temple, purified the place of Your Holiness, kindled lights in Your holy courts and established these eight days of
Hanukkah to express thanksgiving and praise to Your great name.




Chanukah & Malchut Chashmona’im, Page 2

0721297 97”7y NN

Rambam Chanuka 3

Halacha 1: In [the era of] the Second Temple, the Greek kingdom
issued decrees against the Jewish people, [attempting to] nullify
their faith and refusing to allow them to observe the Torah and its
commandments. They extended their hands against their property
and their daughters; they entered the Sanctuary, wrought havoc
within, and made the sacraments impure. The Jews suffered great
difficulties from them, for they oppressed them greatly until the
God of our ancestors had mercy upon them, delivered them from
their hand, and saved them. The sons of the Hasmoneans, the High
Priests, overcame [them], slew them, and saved the Jews from their
hand. They appointed a king from the priests, and sovereignty
returned to Israel for more than 200 years, until the destruction of
the Second Temple.

Halacha 2: When the Jews overcame their enemies and destroyed
them, they entered the Sanctuary; this was on the twenty-fifth of
Kislev. They could not find any pure oil in the Sanctuary, with the
exception of a single cruse. It contained enough oil to burn for
merely one day. They lit the arrangement of candles from it for eight
days2 until they could crush olives and produce pure 0il.3

Halacha 3: Accordingly, the Sages of that generation ordained that
these eight days, which begin from the twenty-fifth of Kislev,
should be commemorated to be days of happiness and praise [of
God]. Candles should be lit in the evening at the entrance to the
houses on each and every one of these eight nights to publicize and
reveal the miracle. These days are called Chanukabh. It is forbidden
to eulogize and fast on them, as on the days of Purim. Lighting the
candles on these days is a Rabbinic mitzvah, like the reading of the
Megillah.
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Rambam Foundations 5:3

All the above [distinctions] apply [only in times] other than times
of'a decree. However, in times of a decree - i.e., when a wicked king
like Nebuchadnezzar or his like will arise and issue a decree against
the Jews to nullify their faith or one of the mitzvot - one should
sacrifice one's life rather than transgress any of the other mitzvot,
whether one is compelled [to transgress] amidst ten [Jews] or one
is compelled [to transgress merely] amidst gentiles.

Rambam Laws of Kings 12
3. During the era of the Messianic king, once his kingdom has been

established and all of Israel has gathered around him....

4. The Sages and the prophets did not yearn for the Messianic era
in order to have dominion over the entire world, to rule over the
gentiles, to be exalted by the nations, or to eat, drink, and celebrate.
Rather, they desired to be free to involve themselves in Torah and
wisdom without any pressures or disturbances, so that they would
merit the world to come, as explained in Hilchot Teshuvah.

5. In that era, there will be neither famine or war, envy or
competition for good will flow in abundance and all the delights
will be freely available as dust. The occupation of the entire world
will be solely to know God.

Therefore, the Jews will be great sages and know the hidden
matters, grasping the knowledge of their Creator according to the
full extent of human potential, as Isaiah 11:9 states: "The world will
be filled with the knowledge of God as the waters cover the ocean
bed."

Rambam Laws of Repentance 9:2

For these reasons, all Israel, [in particular,] their prophets and their
Sages, have yearned for the Messianic age so they can rest from the
[oppression of] the gentile kingdoms who do not allow them to occupy
themselves with Torah and mitzvot properly. They will find rest and
increase their knowledge...

[These changes will come about] because the king who will arise from
David's descendants will be a greater master of knowledge than
Solomon and a great prophet, close to the level of Moses, our teacher.
Therefore, he will teach the entire nation and instruct them in the path
of God. Therefore all the gentile nations will come to hear him as
[Isaiah 2:2] states: "And it shall come to pass in the last days that the
mountain of God's house shall be established at the peak of the
mountains... [and all the nations shall flow to it]."

[Nevertheless,] the ultimate of all reward and the final good which will
have no end or decrease is the life of the world to come. In contrast,
the Messianic age will be [life within the context of] this world, with
the world following its natural pattern except that sovereignty will
return to Israel. The Sages of the previous generations have already
declared: "There is no difference between the present age and the
Messianic era except [the emancipation] from our subjugation to the
[gentile] kingdoms."

Rambam Chanukah 4:14

If [a person has the opportunity to fulfill only one of two mitzvot,]
lighting a lamp for one's home [i.e., Sabbath candles] or lighting a
Chanukah lamp - or, alternatively, lighting a lamp for one's home or
reciting kiddush - the lamp for one's home receives priority, since it
generates peace within the home. [Peace is of primary importance, as
reflected by the mitzvah requiring] God's name to be blotted out to
create peace between a husband and his wife. Peace is great, for the
entire Torah was given to bring about peace within the world, as
[Proverbs 3:17] states: "Its ways are pleasant ways and all its paths are
peace."
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In contrast, the Messianic age will be [life within the context of] this
world, with the world following its natural pattern except that
sovereignty will return to Israel.
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The world pursues its natural course, and as for the fools who act
wrongly, they will have to render an account.

11,4 Mava Mavn .13

12222 DNV MY DNIN IN DYDY N N2 oMM
N NIV ) 927111901 1T 1972 NIXRIPI TIAD) .0
NOIW N9) ININ YT XY NI 1T 15722 1T 173 MOn
2 MITN NN XONX NN NNNI PRY NN PIY
SN

One should conclude: "[Blessed are You, God,] who will build
Jerusalem," or "..who will comfort His people Israel with the
building of Jerusalem." For this reason, this blessing is referred to
as "the blessing of comfort." Whoever does not mention the
kingdom of the House of David in this blessing does not fulfill his
obligation, because it is an essential element of the blessing. There

will be no complete comfort until the return of the sovereignty to the
House of David.

1N,010-3,01 Ma9a .12
oMM ,ONIY DY DNI2 NNS IDAN NN PPN 2N
M7 (3,30P DONN) MNIY DN 0OV N2
DOV N MNNON - 7DD IR ONTI ' DOV

D35 YN NIV DA D)
R. Nahman, however, said: Even if one opens with Have mercy on
Israel, he concludes with Who buildest Jerusalem, because it says.
The Lord doth build up Jerusalem. He gathereth together the
dispersed of Israel, as if to say: When does God build Jerusalem?
When He gathereth the dispersed of Israel.
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For the fifth, he prays for the Jewish people, that their kingdom
prevail, and concludes: "...Who chooses Israel."
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The king pronounces the same benedictions as the high priest,

except that he substitutes one for the festivals instead of one for the
pardon of sin.
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He then recites a separate blessing for the Jewish people. Its theme

is that God should deliver the Jewish people and sovereignty should

not depart from them. He concludes it: "Blessed are You, God, Who
chooses Israel."
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...in Solomon's time, [they feared] that they were motivated by the
sovereignty, prosperity, and eminence which Israel enjoyed.
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Both a man who became a proselyte for the sake of a woman and

a woman who became a proselyte for the sake of a man, and,

similarly, a man who became a proselyte for the sake of a royal

board, or for the sake of joining Solomon's servants, are no proper
proselytes. These are the words of R. Nehemia
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In the future, the Messianic king will arise and renew the Davidic

dynasty, restoring it to its initial sovereignty. He will build the

Temple and gather the dispersed of Israel. Then, in his days, the
observance of all the statutes will return to their previous state.
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Ramban Breishit 49:10

And according to my opinion, the kings from the other tribes that ruled in
Israel after David transgressed the will of their father (Yaakov) and
transferred the inheritance. And they relied upon the word of the prophet,
Achiyah the Shilonite, who anointed Yerovam and said (I Kings 11:39),
"And I will chastise David’s descendants for that [sin], though not forever.”
And when Israel prolonged coronating one king after the other from the
other tribes and did not go back to the monarchy of Yehudah, they
transgressed the will of the elder (Yaakov), and were punished for it, as
Hoshea said (Hosea 8:4), "They have made kings, but it is not from Me."
And that was [the cause for] the punishment of the Hasmoneans who
reigned during [the time] of the second Temple - as they were [otherwise]
lofty pious ones; and, but for them, the Torah and the commandments
would have been forgotten from Israel. And nonetheless they were
punished a great punishment; as four of the sons of the elder Hasmonean
who reigned one after the other - [in spite] all of their strength and their
success - fell to the hands of their enemies by the sword. And in the end,
the punishment reached to that which the rabbis, may their memory be
blessed, said (Bava Batra 3a), "Anyone who says, 'l come from the
Hasmonean dynasty' is a slave" - as they were all excised from this sin. And
even though there was a punishment to the seed of Shimon [the
Hasmonean] due [to their being] Sadducees, the entire seed of Mattatyahu
the righteous Hasmonean was only removed because of this - that they ruled
and they were not from the seed of Yehudah and from the House of David,
and [that] they removed the scepter and the law-inscriber from Yehudah
completely. And their punishment was poetic justice, as the Holy One,
blessed be He, had their slaves rule over them, and [these slaves] cut them
off.
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Rambam Sefer Hamitzvoth 362

The 362" prohibition is that we are forbidden from appointing over
ourselves a king who is not of Jewish lineage...

The position of king is unique in that it was bestowed upon Dovid
[and his descendants], as you know from the words of the Prophets.
Our Sages said explicitly,7 "Kingship was bestowed upon Dovid,"
and so too his descendants for all generations.8 For those who
believe in the Torah of Moshe Rabbeinu, a king must descend from
Dovid and Shlomo. One who is not from this distinguished lineage
is considered a "foreigner" as far as kingship is concerned, just as
any Jew who does not descend from Aaron is considered a
"foreigner" as far as serving in the Holy Temple. This is clear
beyond any doubt.
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Rambam Commentary Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:1

The twelfth principle The Messianic era and that is to believe and to confirm
that he will come and not to think that he is late. 'If the tarries, wait for him'
and do not give him a [set] time and do not create analyses from the verses
to extrapolate the time of his coming. And the sages said (Sanhedrin 97b),
"The spirit of those that calculate the end should blow up." And [from this
principle is] that he believes that [the Messiah] will have great advantage
and stature and honor above all of the kings that ever were; according to that
which all of the prophets prophesied about him; from Moshe, our teacher, -
peace be upon him - to Malachi, peace be upon him. And one who doubts
him or for whom his stature is diminished denies the Torah, as the Torah
testifies about him in Parshat Bilaam and in Parshat Atem Netsavim. And
included in this principle is that there should not be a king in Israel except
from the House of David alone. And anyone who disputes [the status] of this
family, denies the name of God, may He be blessed, and the words of His
prophets.
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Rambam Kings 11:3

One should not presume that the Messianic king must work
miracles and wonders, bring about new phenomena in the world,
resurrect the dead, or perform other similar deeds. This is definitely
not true. Proof can be brought from the fact that Rabbi Akiva, one
of the greater Sages of the Mishnah, was one of the supporters of
King Bar Kozibah and would describe him as the Messianic king.
He and all the Sages of his generation considered him to be the
Messianic king until he was killed because of sins. Once he was
killed, they realized that he was not the Mashiach. The Sages did
not ask him for any signs or wonders.

M:N 02991 0”739 .28

MMNX MYYD TN NOVNND TONNY TNYT SY N HN)
NSPIY DN NN IN DY 02T YTNNDY DN
Y1) DON NAPY 229 9NV 7D 927N PN VN DMaTa
N2 2 DY DD XYW NN NN 7N TIVN MNONND
121 ,NOVUND THNN NINY 1T 9N 19D NN 790N
NIV 1Y ,NUNN ToNN NINY 1917 0oN Y NN
NHN WRY NI IPRY OND YT MY 11D, Myva
N9 XY MNX NY OMION

3, YN VP YN 299 .29

MO AN HNIY? KPYI NYUNRIIY MDY D) ,NNN9 MOYN D) ,N*PIN NN DIV D7D 292 N2 PIN Y17
2¥ MNMDN NMNIN NOVNVY NN NWYND TIY 53 1PDY YIRIY MDDNY DY — T POIYS NN NINK IN N DTNV
NIN2 ONIY ON DY D3 DY LIMN MOLOY — NDVITVIRN DI NN ,NNPP DY YYD MITIND YWY N IN) DY

MM P ORI

91 018 .30

a: 0 MAIYN 0”739 .32

DPPNN 12 DT DI 1YW 2IWNA YOV DY N WN)

. JM2) DNNY 22X0) NIRWIN DRIY NON) NX2ON

The Third of Tishrei. This is the day on which Gedaliah ben

Achikam was slain and the ember of Israel that remained was
extinguished, causing their exile to become complete.
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The fast of the seventh month: this is the third of Tishri on which

Gedaliah the son of Ahikam was killed. Who killed him? Ishmael

the son of Nethaniah killed him; and [the fact that a fast was

instituted on this day] shows that the death of the righteous is put
on a level with the burning of the House of our God.
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Maccabees 1:9

30. Now therefore we have chosen thee this day to be our prince,
and captain in his stead to fight our battles. 31. So Jonathan took
upon him the government at that time, and rose up in the place of
Judas his brother.

73. So the sword ceased from Israel: and Jonathan dwelt in
Machmas, and Jonathan began there to judge the people, and he
destroyed the wicked out of Israel.

Ibid 13
8. And they answered with a loud voice, saying: Thou art our leader
in the place of Judas, and Jonathan thy brother.

Ibid 14

17. But when they heard that Simon his brother was made high
priest in his place, and was possessed of all the country, and the
cities therein:

And that the Jews, and their priests, had consented that he should
be their prince, and high priest for ever, till there should arise a
faithful prophet:

Ibid 14

45. And that the Jews, and their priests, had consented that he
should be their prince, and high priest for ever, till there should arise
a faithful prophet:
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