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Talmud Yoma 86b

Reish Lakish said: Great is repentance,
as the penitent’s intentional sins are
counted for him as unwitting
transgressions, as it is stated: “Return,
Israel, to the Lord your God, for you
have stumbled in your iniquity” (Hosea
14:2). The Gemara analyzes this: Doesn’t
“iniquity” mean an intentional sin? Yet
the prophet calls it stumbling, implying
that one who repents is considered as
though he only stumbled accidentally in
his transgression. The Gemara asks: Is
that so? Didn’t Reish Lakish himself
say: Great is repentance, as one’s
intentional sins are counted for him as
merits, as it is stated: “And when the
wicked turns from his wickedness, and
does that which is lawful and right, he
shall live thereby” (Ezekiel 33:19), and
all his deeds, even his transgressions, will
become praiseworthy? The Gemara
reconciles: This is not difficult: Here,
when one repents out of love, his sins
become like merits; there, when one
repents out of fear, his sins are counted
as unwitting transgressions.

Talmud Rosh Hashanah 26a

Ulla said: This is the reasoning of the
Rabbis, who say that the horn of a cow is
unfit for sounding on Rosh HaShana. They
say this in accordance with the opinion
of Rav Hisda, as Rav Hisda said: For
what reason does the High Priest not
enter the innermost sanctum, the Holy of
Holies, with his golden garments to
perform the service there on Yom
Kippur? It is because a prosecutor
[kateigor] cannot become an advocate
[sanneigor].
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On Repentance — Rav Soloveitchik, “Blotting Out or

Elevating Sin”, pp. 253-261

This is the first way of repentance, but there is another
way—not by annihilating evil but by rectifying and elevating
it. This repentance does not entail making a clean break with
the past or obliterating memories. It allows man, at one and
the same time, to continue to identify with the past and still to
return to God in repentance.

When the goal is annihilation of evil, there cannot be any
compromises. Evil must be utterly destroyed and cast into the
depths of the sea. But there also is another way of dealing with
evil, and that is by rectifying it and uplifting it. This way of
repentance does not transform the penitent into “another.”
Here, there is no clean break between “this person” of yester.
day and the “he” of today. It is not necessary to blot out and
erase the past. The future can be built upon the foundations of
the past. How so? By elevating and exalting evil. How does
one exalt evil to such an extent that it ceases to be evil? How
does the “despised and abhorred” of yesterday become the
“beloved and desired” of today, without erasing and annihilat-
ing yesterday?

Repentance of this sort does not require man to return to
the starting-point where he was originally, but rather infuses
him with a burning desire to come as near as he can to the
Creator of the universe and attain spiritual heights undreamed
of before he sinned. Man then becomes infused with strength
and power he did not have previously.

From whence does it come?

The Dynamics of Sin

The intensity of sin and the sense of guilt and shame that
overwhelms man in its wake are such strong drives that they
impel the penitent upward and outward in the direction of the
Creator of the universe. The years of sin are transformed into
powerful impulsive forces which propel the sinner toward
God.

Sin is not to be forgotten, blotted out or cast into the
depths of the sea. On the contrary, sin has to be remembered.
It is the memory of sin that releases the power within the inner
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depths of the soul of the penitent to do greater things than
ever before. The energy of sin can be used to bring one to new
heights.

The Talmudic sage, Resh Lakish, was renowned as a man
who sinned grievously and repented. According to Rabbenu
Tam (Tosafot, Baba Metzia 84a), Resh Lakish was an accom-
plished scholar before he became a thief. After he fell to thiev-
ery, Rabbi Johanan succeeded in convincing him to repent of
his ways, and thereafter Resh Lakish became “even greater”
than he had been before. How did this happen? Certainly,
while he was out thieving and robbing, he wasn’t engaged in
the study of Torah! What, then, made him greater after he
sinned than he had been before? Sin itself!

The penitent who does not wipe out the past nor tear the
pages of sin from his memory, but rather makes a point to use
the memory of his sins to enhance his longings for holiness
that are bursting forth from inside of him—such a person
achieves the quality of repentance which elevates evil to a
state of goodness. With regard to such a penitent, the Holy
Onmne, blessed be He, does not “overlook transgression” but
“bears sin and transgression.” It is as if He lifts up and ele-
vates sin and transgression to unimaginable heights. -

In light of this, Resh Lakish’s comments which were cited
earlier can now be understood: “Great is repentance that
causes premeditated sins to be accounted as errors.” Resh La-
kish was here referring to repentance by means of which sin is
annihilated. Such repentance erases sin, but it has no creative
power and ‘does not germinate or give life to anything new.
Premeditated sins are accounted as errors, as though they nev-
er took place at all. They are wiped away. But in his second
comment Resh Lakish said that “repentance is so great that
premeditated sins are accounted as though they were merits,”
and here he was referring to repentance by means of which sin
is elevated and exalted. This motivates man to fulfill the pre-
cepts with a vigor and a zest lacking before he sinned and
causes him to study and learn Torah in a different manner.
What was it that made Resh Lakish worthy of being the closest
friend of Rabbi Johanan, the most esteemed Sage of his day?
The fact that he had repented and that, by means of repen-
tance, he had elevated and exalted the evil used for thievery to
the goodness that lay in the study of Torah.

So, too, the sinner who has repented runs after the
Creator, with all his might and strength.

This impulsion of longing raises the indiv?dual who has
repented to a level above that of the thoroughly ng}neo_us man.
He has not forgotten his sin—he must not forget it. .Sm is the
generating force, the springboard which pushes him higher
and higher. For such a person, repentance does not mean a
clean break with the past, but rather continuity; for him t}}e
Holy One, blessed be He, does not “overlook sin” but “bears sin

and iniquity.”
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Exodus 32

(1-5) When the people saw that Moses
was so long in coming down from the
mountain, the people gathered against
Aaron and said to him, “Come, make us a
god who shall go before us, for that man
Moses, who brought us from the land of
Egypt—we do not know what has
happened to him.”  Aaron said to them,
“Take off the gold rings that are on the
ears of your wives, your sons, and your
daughters, and bring them to me.” And all
the people took off the gold rings that
were in their ears and brought them to
Aaron. This he took from them and cast
in a mold, and made it into a molten calf.
And they exclaimed, “This is your god, O
Israel, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built
an altar before it; and Aaron announced:
“Tomorrow shall be a festival of the
LORD!”

(21-24) Moses said to Aaron, “What did
this people do to you that you have
brought such great sin upon them?”
Aaron said, “Let not my lord be enraged.
You know that this people is bent on evil.
They said to me, ‘Make us a god to lead
us; for that man Moses, who brought us
from the land of Egypt—we do not know
what has happened to him.” So I said to
them, ‘Whoever has gold, take it off!’
They gave it to me and | hurled it into the
fire and out came this calf!”

(35) Then the LORD sent a plague upon
the people, for what they did with the calf
that Aaron made.

Devarim 9

Moreover, the LORD was angry enough
with Aaron to have destroyed him; so |
also interceded for Aaron at that time.—
As for that sinful thing you had made, the
calf, | took it and put it to the fire; | broke
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it to bits and ground it thoroughly until it
was fine as dust, and | threw its dust into
the brook that comes down from the
mountain.

Rashi Devarim 9:20

TO DESTROY HIM — this denotes the
extermination of one’s children, and so, too,
it states, (Amos 2:9) “And | destroyed
(TNIYNY) his fruit (offspring) from above”
(Leviticus Rabbah 7:1).

AND | PRAYED FOR AARON ALSO, and
my prayer availed to atone half, so that only
two of his sons died, and two remained alive.

(15-16) Thereupon Moses turned and went
down from the mountain bearing the two tablets
of the Pact, tablets inscribed on both their
surfaces: they were inscribed on the one side
and on the other. The tablets were God’s work,
and the writing was God’s writing, incised upon
the tablets.

NYI2 OYN DI NN YYIN? yRvn (V)
:TINR NPNDN DIP NYN I N
PN NP) ﬂi)}g 71]7 P ‘\)QN"W_ ()
MIN NMY JIp NYILN Ny 9P
(19-20) As soon as Moses came near the camp
and saw the calf and the dancing, he became
enraged; and he hurled the tablets from his
hands and shattered them at the foot of the
mountain. He took the calf that they had made
and burned it; he ground it to powder and

strewed it upon the water and so made the
Israelites drink it.

Shemot 17

I will be standing there before you on the
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock and water will
issue from it, and the people will drink.” And
Moses did so in the sight of the elders of
Israel. The place was named Massah and
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and
because they tried the LORD, saying, “Is the

LORD present among us or not?” Amalek
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(17-18) When Joshua heard the sound of the
people in its boisterousness, he said to Moses,
“There is a cry of war in the camp.” But he
answered, “It is not the sound of the tune of
triumph, Or the sound of the tune of defeat; It is
the sound of song that I hear!”
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came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.
Moses said to Joshua, “Pick some men for us,
and go out and do battle with Amalek.
Tomorrow | will station myself on the top of
the hill, with the rod of God in my hand.”
Joshua did as Moses told him and fought with
Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went
up to the top of the hill.

Vayikra Rabbah 10

Rabbi Berachiyah said in the name of
Rabbi Abbah Bar Kahana expounding on
the verse about Aaron. At the time when
the Israelites were about to commit the act
[make the golden calf] they first came to
Chur, and they said to him: "Make us a
god!" Since he did not listen to them, they
rose up and slew him. This is why it's later
written in the prophets: "Also in your
wings we find the blood of the souls of the
innocent and the poor etc." This refers to
the blood of Chur. . .. " Afterwards, they
went to Aaron and said to him: "Make us a
god." Aaaron had heard about what they
did to Chur, and became afraid. It is
therefore written: "Aaron was frightened
and built an alter before them." Aaron was
frightened that he might be the one who
was going to be slaughtered. Aaron said,
what should | do? They've already Kkilled
Chur, and he was was a prophet. Now if
they kill me, the priest, they will fulfill the
word later written in scripture: "Should
priest and prophet be slain in the sanctuary
of G_D (Eicha 2:20)." If they kill me, they
will all be exiled.

Shemot 24

To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us
until we return to you. You have Aaron
and Hur with you; let anyone who has a
legal matter approach them.” When Moses
had ascended the mountain, the cloud
covered the mountain.
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11 Chronicles 13:17-18 » a7y .13
Abijah and his army inflicted a severe 137 72N IBYY MPIAN DN 190 (V)
defeat on them, 5F)0,000 men of Israel fell NIND UNN INTD DYIN 199N
slain. The lIsraelites were crushed at that : T T :

) . . M2 WD (M) :9IN3 YIN 9IN
time, while the people of Judah triumphed s -,' Y s T by
because they relied on the LORD God of nm J:l 33’9?;(.:__1 N ﬂﬂ w3 bb-{_.l\‘?-
their fathers. : DPDIIN TON PIPY DY NYYI 1D
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Talmud Sanhedrin 6b 2 7Y 97 191039 /1)) .16
Rabbi_ 'Eliezer, son _of Rab_bi_ YOS&i 555551 5Dy 11 HW 1A TN 19
HaG_ellll, sa){s: It_ is prohibited to P11 MWy YINTS MON : 1IN
mediate a dispute; and anyone who
mediates [habotze’a]l a dispute is a 221 RO T TN - YN D)
sinner; and anyone who blesses the ,¥NID N 2970 - YX1IN NN THIINN
mediator is cursing God. And of this, it : NIN /1 \N) 712 ¥¥2 IIN) MY O
is stated: “And the covetous [botze’a] >3 NNV 90N HX PTH 2P
blesses himself, though he despises the  1pi W 197,80 DINONY VIV
Lord” (Psalms 10:3). Rather, the judge N7 N PN P AN
must assure that the true judgment will P DY AMX - IR YN

prevail at all costs and metaphorically N 5 R 5
pierce the mountain, as it is stated: “For DTN P2 OYvY Dwm ,0PY

the judgment is God’s” (Deuteronomy NN NNXR NNN IDNRIWY ,ﬁ’ﬂhb
1:17). And similarly, Moses would say: 119¥1 KXND) NO ADWY oa
Let the judgment pierce the mountain. 0% NN TON NN DPYVWA
But by contrast, Aaron, whose role was JIyn un
not that of a judge, was a lover of peace
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and a pursuer of peace, and he would
apply peace between one person and the
other, as it is stated: “The law of truth
was in his mouth, and unrighteousness
was not found in his lips; he walked with

Me in peace and uprightness, and
turned many away from iniquity”
(Malachi 2:6).
Vayikra 16

The LORD spoke to Moses after the death
of the two sons of Aaron who died when
they drew too close to the presence of the
LORD. The LORD said to Moses: Tell
your brother Aaron that he is not to come
at will into the Shrine behind the curtain,
in front of the cover that is upon the ark,
lest he die; for | appear in the cloud over
the cover. Thus only shall Aaron enter the
Shrine: with a bull of the herd for a sin
offering and a ram for a burnt offering.—
He shall be dressed in a sacral linen tunic,
with linen breeches next to his flesh, and
be girt with a linen sash, and he shall wear
a linen turban. They are sacral vestments;
he shall bathe his body in water and then
put them on.— And from the Israelite
community he shall take two he-goats for a
sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.
Aaron is to offer his own bull of sin
offering, to make expiation for himself and
for his household.

Shoftim 20:16

of all this force—700 picked
men—were left-handed. Every one of
them could sling a stone at a hair and
not miss.
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