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1. Talmud Meqgillah 14b

R. Johanan said: Jeremiah was not there, as he had gone to
bring back the ten tribes. Whence do we know that they
returned? Because it is written, For the seller shall not return
to that which is sold. Now is it possible that after the Jubilee
had ceased the prophet should prophesy that it will cease? The
fact is that it teaches that Jeremiah brought them back.

Josiah the son of Amon ruled over them, as it says, Then he
said, What monument is that which | see? And the men of the
city told him, It is the sepulchre of the man of God who came
from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou hast done
against the altar in Beth-el. Now what connection is there
between Josiah and the altar in Bethel? What it teaches
therefore is that Josiah reigned over them.

Eichah Rabbah Introduction 24

At that moment, the matriarch Rachel broke forth into speech
before the Holy One, blessed be He, and said, ‘Sovereign of
the Universe, it is revealed before Thee that Thy servant Jacob
loved me exceedingly and toiled for my father on my behalf
seven years. When those seven years were completed and the
time arrived for my marriage with my husband, my father
planned to substitute another for me to wed my husband for the
sake of my sister. It was very hard for me, because the plot was
known to me and I disclosed it to my husband; and | gave him
a sign whereby he could distinguish between me and my sister,
so that my father should not be able to make the substitution.
After that | relented, suppressed my desire, and had pity upon
my sister that she should not be exposed to shame. In the
evening they substituted my sister for me with my husband,
and | delivered over to my sister all the signs which | had
arranged with my husband so that he should think that she was
Rachel. More than that, | went beneath the bed upon which he
lay with my sister; and when he spoke to her she remained
silent and | made all the replies in order that he should not
recognise my sister's voice.1 | did her a kindness, was not
jealous of her, and did not expose her to shame. And if I, a
creature of flesh and blood, formed of dust and ashes, was not
envious of my rival and did not expose her to shame and
contempt, why shouldest Thou, a King Who liveth eternally
and art merciful, be jealous of idolatry in which there is no
reality, and exile my children and let them be slain by the
sword, and their enemies have done with them as they
wished!*

Forthwith the mercy of the Holy One, blessed be He, was
stirred, and He said, ‘I;or thy sake, Rachel, I will restore Israel
to their place.” And so it is written, Thus saith the Lord: A
voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children; she refuseth to be comforted
for her children, because they are not (Jer. XXXI,15). This is
followed by, Thus saith the Lord: Refrain thy voice from
weeping, and thine eyes from tears; for thy work shall be
rewarded... and there is hope for thy future, saith the Lord; and
thy children shall return to their own border (ib. 16 £).
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Jeremiah Chapter 31

1. Thus says the Lord, The people who survived the sword found grace in the
wilderness; when Israel sought for rest. 2. The Lord has appeared to me, far
away, saying, | have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore | have
remained true to you. 3. Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin
of Israel; you shall again be adorned with your tambourines, and shall go out
dancing with those who make merry. 4. You shall yet plant vines upon the
mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. 5. For
there shall be a day, when the watchmen upon Mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise,
and let us go up to Zion to the Lord our God.

6. For thus says the Lord; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout on the hilltops
of the nations; proclaim, praise, and say, O Lord, save your people, the remnant
of Israel. 7. Behold, | will bring them from the north country, and gather them
from the ends of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman with
child and she who labors with child together; a great company shall return there.
8. They shall come weeping, and with supplications will | lead them; | will make
them walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, where they shall not stumble;
for | am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

9. Hear the word of the Lord, O you nations, and declare it in the islands far
away, and say, He who scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, like a
shepherd keeps his flock. 10. For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, and ransomed
him from the hand of him who was stronger than he. 11. Therefore they shall
come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow to the goodness of the Lord,
for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the
herd; and their soul shall be like a watered garden; and they shall not languish in
sorrow any more. 12. Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men
and old together; for I will turn their mourning to joy, and will comfort them, and
make them rejoice from their sorrow. 13. And | will satiate the soul of the priests
with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, says the Lord.
14. Thus says the Lord; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter
weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her
children, because they were not.

15. Thus says the Lord; Refrain your voice from weeping, and your eyes from
tears; for your work shall be rewarded, says the Lord; and they shall come again
from the land of the enemy. 6. And there is hope for your future, says the Lord,
that your children shall come again to their own border.

17. 1 have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; You have chastised me,
and | was chastised, like a bull unaccustomed to the yoke; turn me back, and |
shall be turned; for you are the Lord my God. 18. For after | had returned away,
| repented; and after | was instructed, | struck upon my thigh; | was ashamed and
even confounded, because | did bear the reproach of my youth. 19. Is Ephraim
my dear son? Is he a darling child? For whenever | speak of him, | earnestly
remember him still; therefore my inward parts are troubled for him; I will surely
have mercy upon him, says the Lord.
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