Structure of the Chapters of Shimshon (Shoftim 14-16)

(A) 14:1-15:8 — Woman of Timna
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Riddle

30 Philistines in Ashkelon
Burning the fields of Timna
Smiting Philistines “hip on thigh”

(B) 15:9-20 — Judeans extradite Shimshon

(C) Ch 16 — Delilah
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Megillah 12b-13a
Rabbah b. Bar Hanah said in the

name of R. Joshua b. Levi: His
father was from Benjamin and his
mother from Judah.

The Rabbis, however, said: The
tribes competed with one another
[for him]. The tribe of Judah said: |
am responsible for the birth of
Mordecai, because David did not
kill Shimei the son of Gera, and the
tribe of Benjamin said: He is
actually descended from me.

Raba said: The community of Israel
explained [the two designations] in
the opposite sense: ‘See what a
Judean did to me and how a
Benjamite repaid me!” What a
Judean did to me viz., that David
did not kill Shimei from whom was
descended Mordecai who provoked
Haman. ‘And how a Benjamite
repaid me’, viz., that Saul did not
slay Agag from whom was
descended Haman who oppressed
Israel.

Pesachim 53b

This too did Thaddeus of Rome
teach: What [reason] did Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah see that they
delivered themselves, for the
sanctification of the [Divine] Name,
to the fiery furnace? They argued a
minori to themselves: if frogs,
which  are  not commanded
concerning the sanctification of the
[Divine] Name, yet it is written of
them, and they shall come up and go
into thy house . . . and into thine
ovens, and into thy kneading
troughs: when are the kneading
troughs to be found near the oven?
When the oven is hot. We, who are
commanded concerning the
sanctification of the Name, how
much the more so.
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