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GEMARA. Our Rabbis have taught: Samson rebelled [against God] through
his eyes, as it is said: And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me,
because she is pleasing in my eyes; therefore the Philistines put out his eyes,
as it is said: And the Philistines laid hold on him and put out his eyes. But it
is not so; for behold it is written: But his father and his mother knew not that
it was of the Lord! When he went [to choose a wife] he nevertheless
followed his own inclinations.

It has been taught: Rabbi says: The beginning of his [Samson's] degeneration
occurred in Gaza; therefore he received his punishment in Gaza. ‘ The
beginning of his [Samson's] degeneration was in Gaza, as it is written: And
Samson went to Gaza, and saw there an harlot etc.; “ therefore he received
his punishment in Gaza, as it is written: And they brought him down to Gaza.
But behold it is written: And Samson went down to Timnah! Nevertheless
the beginning of his degeneration occurred in Gaza.

Rambam Laws of Forbidden Relations, ch 13

Halacha 14: One should not think that Samson who saved the Jewish people,
and Solomon King of Israel, who is called "the friend of God,"33 married
gentile woman who did not convert. Instead, the matter can be explained as
follows: The proper way of performing the mitzvah is when a male or a
female prospective convert comes, we inspect his motives for conversion.
Perhaps he is coming for the sake of financial gain, in order to receive a
position of authority, or he desires to enter our faith because of fear. For a
man, we check whether he focused his attention on a Jewish woman. For a
woman, we check whether she focused her attention on a Jewish youth.

If we find no ulterior motive, we inform them of the heaviness of the yoke of
the Torah and the difficulty the common people have in observing it so that
they will abandon [their desire]. If they accept [this introduction] and do not
abandon their resolve and thus we see that they are motivated by love, we
accept them, as [indicated by Ruth 1:18]: "And she saw that she was exerting
herself to continue with her and she ceased speaking with her."

Halacha 16: Solomon converted women and married them and similarly,
Samson converted [women] and married [them]. It is well known that they
converted only because of an ulterior motive and that their conversion was
not under the guidance of the court. Hence the Tanach40 considered it as if
they were gentiles and remained forbidden. Moreover, their conduct
ultimately revealed their initial intent. For they would worship their false
deities and build platforms for them. Therefore the Scriptures considered it as
if [Solomon] built them, as [I Kings 11:7] states: "And then, Solomon built a
platform."
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