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Yet was not Phinehas there to absolve him of his vow? Phinehas,
however, said: He needs me, and | am to go to him! Moreover, | am
a High Priest and the son of a High Priest; shall | then go to an
ignoramus? While Jepthah said: Am I, the chief of Israel's leaders,
to go to Phinehas! Between the two of them the maiden perished.
Thus people say: ' Between the midwife and the woman in travail
the young woman's child is lost!’

Both were punished for her blood. Jepthah died through his limbs
dropping off: wherever he went a limb would drop off from him,
and it was buried there on the spot. Hence it is written, Then died
Jepthah the Gileadite, and was buried in the cities of Gilead (ib.
XII, 7) It does not say, ‘In a city of Gilead,” but, ’In the cities of
Gilead’ Phinehas was deprived of the divine afflatus. Hence it is
written, And Phinehas the son of Eleazar had been ruler over them
(I Chron. IX, 20): it is not written, He was ruler over them, but ‘Had
been ruler in time past, [when] the Lord was with him (ib.).
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