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Ta’anit 4a

R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in the name of R. Jonathan: Three [men] made
haphazard requests, two of them were fortunate in the reply they received and
one was not, namely, Eliezer, the servant of Abraham; Saul, the son of Kish;
and Jephtha the Gileadite...

Jephtha, the Gileadite, as it is written, Then it shall be, that whatsoever
cometh forth out of the doors of my house etc. It might have been an unclean
thing. He, however, was fortunate in that it so happened that his own
daughter came to meet him. This is what the prophet had in mind when he
said to Israel, Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? And it
is further written, Which | commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it to
my mind. Which | commanded not: This refers to the sacrifice of the son of
Mesha, the king of Moab, as it is said, Then he took his eldest son that should
have reigned in his stead and offered him for a burnt-offering. Nor spake it;
This refers to the daughter of Jephtha. Neither came it to my mind: This
refers to the sacrifice of Isaac, the son of Abraham.

Breishit Rabbah 60

Four asked improperly: three were granted their request in a fitting manner,
and the fourth, in an unfitting manner. They are: Eliezer, Caleb, Saul, and
Jepthah.

And Jepthah vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said: Then it shall be, that
whatsoever cometh forth... it shall be the Lord's and | will offer it up for a
burnt-offering (Judg. XI, 30 f.). Said the Holy One, blessed be He, to him:
‘Then had a camel or an ass or a dog come forth, thou wouldst have offered it
up for a burnt-offering | * What did the Lord do? He answered him unfittingly
and prepared his daughter for him, as it says, And Xepthah came... and,
behold, his daughter came out to meet him (ib. 34).

And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his clothes (ib. 35). R.
Johanan and Resh Lakish disagree. R. Johanan maintained: He was liable for
her monetary consecration; Resh Lakish said: He was not even liable for her
monetary consecration. For we learned: If one declared of an unclean animal
or an animal with a blemish: ‘Behold, let these be burnt-offerings,” his
declaration is completely null. If he declared: ‘Let these be for a
burntoffering,” they must be sold, and he brings a burnt-offering for their
money.

Yet was not Phinehas there to absolve him of his vow? Phinehas, however,
said: He needs me, and | am to go to him! Moreover, | am a High Priest and
the son of a High Priest; shall | then go to an ignoramus? While Jepthah said:
Am |, the chief of Israel's leaders, to go to Phinehas! Between the two of
them the maiden perished. Thus people say: ' Between the midwife and the
woman in travail the young woman's child is lost!”

Both were punished for her blood. Jepthah died through his limbs dropping
off: wherever he went a limb would drop off from him, and it was buried
there on the spot. Hence it is written, Then died Jepthah the Gileadite, and
was buried in the cities of Gilead (ib. XII, 7)1 It does not say, ‘In a city of
Gilead,” but, ’In the cities of Gilead” Phinehas was deprived of the divine
afflatus. Hence it is written, And Phinehas the son of Eleazar had been ruler
over them (I Chron. IX, 20): it is not written, He was ruler over them, but
‘Had been ruler in time past, [when] the Lord was with him (ib.).

T DIN IWRD VN 1D INA2 NNDY KW INMYL 7PN I
2N 1IN DY 1IN IN DVIR TPHND DPY DN ORI
DOVIN IN WIND MYYY NNNon Nya 97 OX )9 ,NN
oY YN PATMOM ToNN OIN D YT X L, DIN> NAY
JaN ,DMPM DNV YN DY IN DMDID OXTNINN
.2O9NY ON /NY NN PRY 127D DD MYYD 110 DIiNd
2”0 PN KXY 0T WIPN IARY () D) 9722 IR TON

: TIDT2 WIYN

N7y 1 0%yn .1

NOV IORY NYOY : 1M 129 99N 1NN 92 IRINY 129 DN
INND XDV MWD TOND INND IMDdWYN DNIYO N0
STYDIN NN LD JA DINYY, 0NN TaY ITYON : 11 1IN
NS QUN R¥PD D +x0 Doaw+ DNIT - YT NNY
- PIND ROV DWN NNV I2T IDAN 91D 0 O NN
+N PR+ : IRIYD N2 Y NPT O N D NI
ND QYN +0 1mpP+ NI DY PN NI DN TY9) PN NN
M2 Y - OMIN XD AUN 2D DY NNDY KDY ONIAT KO OIIN
91921 M2 NN NP +7 3 Db+ NIV AN ToN YW HY
NDY ,NNY DY - ONIAT XD ,N0Y DY PIND O IWUN
.DNIAN 12 PNYY 1Y - 529 Yy NNYY

© DY (NIY”) N3 YN .2

NOW YN TRND [ IND 1N A0 N0 XYW wanv 0 T
..NND DINY 295 , 0NN T2Y IWYON 1N IIN) DD
N2WITPIPLYM N RY TUR R 7P (R DOVWY) NN
PN L,NNN 91NN X CTAN 290 IN NN KXY IOX NI 1D
DYOMY/ DY) T/NN NN ROY N7APN 1D 1201 1D INDYN
INNIPY NINRKP INA M N NN XN (/N

N DY AN PN OMT WIPN IR PN 1 D7) e
NNV NNNA DY IIN PNT ,29N 7PN KD DNT WIPN 1PN
YN N NN ,DIVD NN XD N9 DN N DI NHYA O
N2 DMNTI XX 11O DO

NIN DN DM XONX )T DX D PIY DM OV 7N KD
INIYY IPNP UNRI DN NN NN DN TON NN OD PN
NTD NN NN NTAR PTY PT 2,009 DN D 791N NN
NN2IPYT RI2 DIN XNDANND RNMN PA NN XNMIT

Y53 ©Y9AN NIV NN NN NIV DY 7PNTL IWIY) DY)
NN 1992YP 191 191291 DIV HaNX 79N 11 199D NNV DIPN
TYO) Y2 92PN NN NMN (D /DYOMVY/ OVY) TN BV
MY NN 1DV DM ,TYO) MY NON NI RD TYo) ya
T ITYON 12 DM (U X =D MIAT= 7T TN ,WTPN
L, T NONLIND IND PR DYDY T NI DY 7N
R)a )V RIp Ruidlap)

36 /1Y 1POWININ DIV INN - NPT )3 WITH .3
PAY DRI ,DMION LIYND DIYY DAY DY 1T P18 7PN
9 WY NIN 9N ,9Ya5 DPNNA NN DN NN DMV

YUY NYYI 7299 1N NN M TON

19 P9 NIPN Y’anY 4

DTN 1°219WN DINNN YD D 23NN N ,LVWAN TIT I
DN Y ,0YO YNIP NN INHNX NTYY NN P2
PV IPRY OTRN 19 DINHN DAN )T DN PRI 0NNID
NN NN PN OX T DTN DMPIX DY DINIIN D
MM (2 XD H2T7HI) DY NN SNNINDY YT NN OYN
NN J2 ITNN NYT PRY DYV 0N R¥NIN DTN I
MIONY MON) 2D ,NNINA MON DON MY P 00N
.. DM DXNINN




DWW DMOYND 1A PN YN ,DOWIID PPV INA NND
DY TPNPYIN MOINA HY NN N2 NND LD 92TD ON)
N30 NNNY DRI PN PPV M PR DOPY NIND
NI DYAD NN NOY MO0 NIV DM NYAIN NN
PN IMYVY IVIVAD TN VAN .NINVA /D DX NTAY

DNIINRY NN

Breishit Rabbah 70:3

AND JACOB VOWED A
VOW, etc. Four made vows;
two vowed and lost thereby,
and two vowed and profited.
Israel and Hannah profited;
Jepthah  vowed and lost,
Jacob vowed and lost.
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