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Sanhedrin 20b

R. Jose said: All that is set out in the Chapter [relating to the king], the
king is permitted to do. R. Judah said: That section was stated only to
inspire them with awe, for it is written, Thou shalt in anywise set him
king over thee, [meaning], that his awe should be over thee.

And thus R. Judah said: Three commandments were given to Israel when
they entered the land: [i] to appoint a king, [ii] to cut off the seed of
Amalek, and [iii] to build themselves the chosen house. While R.
Nehorai said: This section was spoken only in anticipation of their future
murmurings, as it is written, And shalt say, | will set a king over me etc.
It has been taught: R. Eliezer said: The elders of the generation made a
fit request, as it is written, Give us a king to judge us. But the am ha-arez
acted unworthily, at it is written, That we also may be like all the nations
and that our king may judge us and go before us.
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