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Yevamot 76b-77a

Gemara: Whence are these laws inferred? — R. Johanan replied:
Scripture stated, And when Saul saw David go forth against the
Philistine, he said into Abner, the captain of the host: ‘Abner, whose
son is this youth’? And Abner said: ‘As thy soul liveth, O King, I
cannot tell’. But did he not know him? Surely it is written, And he
loved him greatly; and he became his armour bearer! — He rather
made the inquiry concerning his father. But did he not know his
father? Surely it is written, And the man was an old man in the days
of Saul, stricken in years among them; and Rab or, it might be said,
R. Abba, stated that this referred to the father of David, Jesse. who
came in with an army and went out with an army! — It is this that
Saul meant: Whether he descended from Perez, or from Zerah. If he
descended from Perez he would be king, for a king breaks for
himself a way and no one can hinder him. If, however, he is
descended from Zerah he would only be an important man....
Doeg the Edomite then said to him, ‘Instead of enquiring whether
he is fit to be king or not, enquire rather whether he is permitted to
enter the assembly or not’! ‘What is the reason’? ‘Because he is
descended from Ruth the Moabitess’.

Said Abner to him, ‘We learned: An Ammonite, but not an
Ammonitess; A Moabite, but not a Moabitess!

But in that case a bastard would” imply: But not a female bastard?’
It is written mamzer [ Which implies] anyone objectionable’.

‘Does then Egyptian exclude the Egyptian woman’?

‘Here it is different, since the reason for the Scriptural text is
explicitly stated: Because they met you not with bread and with
water; it is customary for a man to meet [wayfarers]; It is not,
however, customary for a woman to meet [them]’.

‘The men should have met the men and the women the women!”
He remained silent

Thereupon. the King said.” ‘Inquire thou whose son the stripling is’.
Elsewhere he calls him youth; and here he calls him, stripling! — It
is this that he implied, ‘You have overlooked an halachah,” go and
enquire at the college!” On enquiry, he was told: An Ammonite, but
not an Ammonitess; A Moabite, but not a Moabitess. As, however,
Doeg submitted to them all those objections and they eventually
remained silent

He desired to make a public announcement against him. Presently
[an incident occurred]: Now Amasa was the son of a man, whose
name was Ithna the Israelite, that went in to Abigal the daughter of
Nahash, but elsewhere it is written, Jether the Ishmaelite! This
teaches, Raba explained, that he girded on his sword like an
Ishmaelite and exclaimed, ‘Whosoever will not obey the following
halachah will be stabbed with the sword; | have this tradition from
the Beth din of Samuel the Ramathite: An Ammonite but not an
Ammonitess; A Moabite, but not a Moabitess’!

The difficulty, however, still remains! — The following
interpretation was given: All glorious is the king's daughter within.
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