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Shabbat 55b

R. Samuel b. Nahman said in R. Jonathan's name: Whoever
maintains that Reuben sinned is making an error, for it is
said, Now the sons of Jacob were twelve, teaching that they
were all equal. Then how do | interpret, and he lay with
Bilhah his father's concubine? This teaches that he
transposed his father's couch, and the Writ imputes [blame]
to him as though he had lain with her.

R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in R. Jonathan's name:
Whoever maintains that the sons of Eli sinned is merely
making an error, for it is said, And the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas, priests unto the Lord, were there.
Now he agrees with Rab, who said, Phinehas did not sin.
[Hence] Hophni is likened to Phinehas: just as Phinehas did
not sin, so did Hophni not sin. Then how do I interpret, and
how that they [sc. Eli's sons] lay with the women? Because
they delayed their bird-offerings so that they did not go to
their husbands, the Writ stigmatizes them as though they
had lain with them.

R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in R. Jonathan's name:
Whoever says that David sinned is erring, for it is said,
And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways: and the
Lord was with him. Is it possible that sin came to his hand,
yet the Divine Presence was with him? Then how do |
interpret, Wherefore hast thou despised the word of the
Lord, to do that which is evil in his sight? He wished to do
[evil], but did not...For R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in R.
Jonathan's name: Every one who went out in the wars of the
house of David wrote a bill of divorcement for his wife
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