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"Shmuel was a nazir," according to the words of Rabbi Nehorai,
"As it says, 'And a moreh (“razor") will not come upon his head.'
(@ samuel 1:11) It says about Shimshon , "And a moreh," (udges 13:5) and
it says about Shmuel, "And a moreh" (1 samuel 1:11). Just like moreh
is said in regards to Shimshon - a nazir - so too moreh which is
said in regards to Shmuel [means he was a] nazir."
Rabbi Yose said, "But is it not [the case that] moreh (meaning
"fear") only applies to [being] of humans?" Rabbi Nehorai
responded to him, "But is it not already said, "'Then Shmuel said
'How can | go? Shaul will hear and kill me.' Therefore, he did have
moreh of humans on him."
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But R. Eleazar said: Those sent [to perform] a religioué duty do

not suffer harm? Where the injury is probable it is different, for it

is said, And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill
me. And the Lord said, Take a heifer with thee, etc.
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R. lle'a further stated in the name of R. Eleazar son of R. Simeon:

One may modify a statement in the interests of peace; for it is said

in Scripture, Thy father did command etc. so shall ye say unto

Joseph: Forgive, | pray thee now, etc. R. Nathan said: It is a

commandment; for it is stated in Scripture, And Samuel said: ‘How
can I go? If Saul hear it, he will kill me’, etc.
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