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Shabbat 55b - R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in R. Jonathan's
name: Whoever maintains that the sons of Eli sinned is merely
making an error, for it is said, And the two sons of Eli, Hophni
and Phinehas, priests unto the Lord, were there. Now he
agrees with Rab, who said, Phinehas did not sin. [Hence]
Hophni is likened to Phinehas: just as Phinehas did not sin, so
did Hophni not sin. Then how do | interpret, and how that they
[sc. Eli's sons] lay with the women? Because they delayed
their bird-offerings so that they did not go to their husbands,
the Writ stigmatizes them as though they had lain with them.
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