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Our Rabbis taught: It once happened that two priests were equal as they
ran to mount the ramp and when one of them came first within four cubits
of the altar, the other took a knife and thrust it into his heart. R. Zadok
stood on the steps of the Hall and said: Our brethren of the house of
Israel, hear ye! Behold it says: If one be found slain in the land... then thy
elders and judges shall come forth . . . On whose behalf shall we offer the
heifer whose neck is to be broken, on behalf of the city or on behalf of the
Temple Courts? All the people burst out weeping. The father of the young
man came and found him still in convulsions. He said: ‘May he be an
atonement for you. My son is still in convulsions and the knife has not
become unclean.” [His remark] comes to teach you that the cleanness of
their vessels was of greater concern to them even than the shedding of
blood. Thus is it also said: Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood very
much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to the other.
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