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The sin was in [the fact] that David, placed his trust in the flesh of his
forearm - upon his [having] many people, rather than only in God.
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1. Josephus, Antiquities, VII:13

(1) [318] King David wished to know how many thousands of
the people there were, but forgot the commands of Moses, who
foretold that if the people were counted, they should pay half a
shekel to God for every head....
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... for things that are numbered are subject to the influence of the “evil

eye”, and therefore if you count them by their polls pestilence may

befall them, as we find happened, in the days of David (Il Samuel 24:10
and 15).
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why did Joab not count them with shekels, so that he not sin?
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But in my opinion, the [divine] anger against [David] was because he
counted them unnecessarily. For he was not going to war and he was
not doing anything with them at that time. Rather his whole intention
was to gladden his heart, [to ascertain] that he ruled over many people.
And that is [the meaning] of Joab's statement (II Samuel 24:3), "May
the Lord your God increase the number of the people a hundredfold,
while your own eyes see it; but why should my lord king want this?"...



