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Numbers 35:19 - It is the blood-avenger who shall put the
murderer to death; that is who shall put that person to death upon
encounter.
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It is a mitzvah for the blood redeemer to kill the murderer, as
Numbers 35:19 states: "The blood redeemer shall put the murderer
to death.” Whoever is fit to inherit the victim's estate becomes the
redeemer of his blood. If the blood redeemer did not desire - or

was unable - to kill the murderer, or if the victim did not have a
relative to redeem his blood, the court executes the murderer. ..
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Rebbi Ze'ira said that Rebbi Shila bar Binah stated: ... if a brother
smote his brother, the second brother becomes the redeemer of the
blood to kill his brother.... Rebbi Eliezer ben Jacob stated: ... ifa

brother smote his brother, the second brother does not become the
redeemer of the blood to kill his brother
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Although there are other sins that are more serious than murder,
they do not present as serious a danger to society as murder does.
Even idol worship - and needless to say, incest or the violation of
the Sabbath - are not considered as severe as murder. For these sins
involve man's relationship with God, while murder also involves
man's relationship with his fellow man.
Whoever commits this sin is an utterly wicked person. All the
mitzvot that he performs throughout his lifetime cannot outweigh
this sin and save him from judgment. Thus, Proverbs 28:17 states:
"A man weighed down with life's blood will flee to the pit."
Come and learn from the example of Ach'av King of Israel. He was
an idolater so debased in his paganism that | Kings 21:25 says:
"There was none like Ach'av who gave himself over to the
performance of wickedness in the eyes of God." And yet when his
merits and sins were weighed in the presence of the Lord of spirits,
there was no sin that warranted his destruction and was not
counterbalanced by a positive quality, except the blood of Navot...
Now this wicked man Ach'av did not actually kill his victim with
his own hands; he merely brought about his death. How much

more so this condemnation should apply when a person Kills
another with his own hands.
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