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AND HER BROTHER AND HER MOTHER SAID. They received the

gifts and Bethuel was silent. It is possible that Laban was wiser and

more respected than his father, for we find, Then Laban and Bethuel
answered (v. 50).
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The Sages taught in the name of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha: Tamar
established a great fence at that time. As people said: If such could
happen to the daughters of kings, all the more so could it happen to the
daughters of ordinary people? ... Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: At
that time they decreed that a man should not be secluded with an
unmarried woman....
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. the sister of Nebaioth: Since it says, “the daughter of Ishmael,” do I

not know that she was the sister of Nebaioth? But this teaches us that

Ishmael died after he had betrothed her to Esau, before her marriage,
and her brother Nebaioth gave her hand in marriage.
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And her brother and her mother said: And where was Bethuel? He

wanted to stop [Rebecca’s marriage]; so an angel came and slew him.
— [Gen. Rabbah 60:12]



