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3. The Castle Doctrine:

Missouri recognizes the "castle doctrine" and allows residents to
use force against intruders, without the duty to retreat, based on
the notion that your home is your "castle." This legal doctrine
assumes that if an invader disrupts the sanctity of your home,
they intend to do you harm and therefore you should be able to
repel their advances. Missouri's law is more extensive than the
law in other states because it permits property owners to use the
amount of force reasonably perceived as necessary, including
deadly force. However, case law suggests it does not go so far
as permitting the use of deadly force to merely protect property.
In 2016, the Missouri Court of Appeals for the Eastern District
held in State v. Whipple that deadly force under the castle
doctrine can only be used when you reasonably believe such
force is necessary to protect yourself or someone else from "the
use or imminent use of unlawful force."

(1) Woe to them that devise iniquity
And work evil upon their beds!
When the morning is light, they
execute it, Because it is in the power
of their hand. (2) And they covet
fields, and seize them; And houses,
and take them away; Thus they
oppress a man and his house, Even a
man and his heritage.
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