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16. Hirsch, Genesis 12:10-13
"The Torah never presents our great men as being perfect,

it deifies no man, says of none "here you have the ideal, in
this man the Divine became human". Altogether it puts the
life of no man before us as the pattern out of which we are
to learn what is right and good...Where the Word of G-d
would set a pattern before us for us to imitate...We are
never to say: This must be right for did not so-and-so do
it! The Torah is no "collection of examples of saints". It
relates what occurred, not because it was exemplary but
because it did occur.

"The Torah never hides from us the faults, errors, and
weaknesses of our great men...But in truth, by the
knowledge which is given us of their faults and
weaknesses, our great men are in no wise made lesser but
actually greater and more instructive. If they stood before
us as the purest models of perfection we should attribute
them as having a different nature, which has been denied
to us. Were they without passion, without internal
struggles, their virtues would seem to us the outcome of
some higher nature, hardly a merit and certainly no model
that we could hope to emulate...

The Torah also shows us no faults without at the same time
letting us see the greater or lesser evil consequences. From
our great teachers of the Torah, and truly Ramban can be
reckoned amongst the very greatest, we would accordingly
learn that it may never be our task to whitewash the
spiritual and moral heroes of our past, to appear as
apologists for them. They do not require our apologies, nor
do such attempts become them. Truth is the seal of our
Torah, and truthfulness is the principle of all its true and
great commentators and teachers..."
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