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R. Johanan said: Wherever you find [mentioned] the power of the
Holy One, blessed be He, you also find his gentleness mentioned.
This fact is stated in the Torah, repeated In the Prophets, and stated
a third time in the [Sacred] Writings. It is written in the Torah, For
the Lord your God, he is the God of gods and Lord of lords, and it
says immediately afterwards, He doth execute justice for the
fatherless and widow. It is repeated in the Prophets: For thus saith
the High and Lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity whose name is holy,
and it says immediately afterwards, [I dwell] with him that is of a
contrite and humble spirit. It is stated a third time in the [Sacred]
Writings, as it is written: Extol him that rideth upon the skies, whose
name is the Lord, and immediately afterwards it is written, A father
of the fatherless and a judge of the widows.
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Breishit Rabbah 99

Why look ye askance (terazdun), ye mountains of peaks (Ps. LXVIII,
17)? R. Jose the Galilean and R. Akiba discussed this. R. Jose the
Galilean applied the verse to the mountains. When the Holy One,
blessed be He, came to reveal the Torah on Sinai, the mountains ran
about and contended with each other, each claiming: ‘The Torah shall
be revealed on me.” Tabor came from Beth Elim and Carmel from
Apamea. Thus it is written, As | live, saith the King, whose name is the
Lord of hosts, surely like Tabor among the mountains and like Carmel
by the sea so shall he come (Jer. XLVI, 18). The one says, ‘I have been
called,” and the other says, ‘I have been called.” Said God to them: "
Why look ye askance (terazdun), ye mountains of peaks" (gabnunim)?
Ye are all indeed high mountains, and yet ye are rather "gabnunim",
which has the same meaning as in the verse, Or crook-backed (gibben)
or a dwarf (Lev. XXI, 20); idolatrous worship has been performed on
the tops of all of you. But Sinai, upon which no idolatrous worship has
taken place, is The mountain which God hath desired for His abode’
(Ps. loc. cit.); therefore, And the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai
(Ex. XIX, 20). Nevertheless, Yea, the Lord will dwell therein forever
(Ps. loc. cit.)-in the Eternal House.
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