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Ruth — Paragon of Modesty?
“The Moabite Question”

Shabbat 113b

Then Boaz said to his servant that was set over the repears:
Whose maiden is this? Is it Boaz's practice to ask about
maidens? R. Elazar taught: He saw in her special wisdom, for
she only picked up (up to) two stalks of wheet. Three stalks - she
would not pick up. In a Braita it was taught: He saw in her
special modesty. If the stalks were standing, she would glean
them while standing. If they lay on the floor, she would sit down
(rather than bend over).

Mishnah Pe’a 6:5
Two sheaves are shich'chah, but three are not shich'chah...
ears are leket, but three are not...

Two

Yevamot 76b-77a

Mishnah. An Ammonite and a Moabite are forbidden and their
prohibition is forever, their women, however, are permitted at
once.

Gemara: Whence are these laws inferred? — R. Johanan
replied: Scripture stated, And when Saul saw David go forth
against the Philistine, he said into Abner, the captain of the host:
‘Abner, whose son is this youth’? And Abner said: ‘As thy soul
liveth, O King, I cannot tell’. But did he not know him? Surely it
is written, And he loved him greatly; and he became his armour
bearer! — He rather made the inquiry concerning his father. But
did he not know his father? Surely it is written, And the man was
an old man in the days of Saul, stricken in years among them;
and Rab or, it might be said, R. Abba, stated that this referred to
the father of David, Jesse. who came in with an army and went
out with an army! — It is this that Saul meant: Whether he
descended from Perez, or from Zerah. If he descended from
Perez he would be king, for a king breaks for himself a way and
no one can hinder him. If, however, he is descended from Zerah
he would only be an important man. What is the reason why he
gave instructions that enquiry be made concerning him? —
Because it is written, And Saul clad David with his apparel.
being of the same size as his, and about Saul it is written, From
his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people.
Doeg the Edomite then said to him, ‘Instead of enquiring
whether he is fit to be king or not, enquire rather whether he is
permitted to enter the assembly or not’! ‘What is the reason’?
‘Because he is descended from Ruth the Moabitess’.

Said Abner to him, ‘We learned: An Ammonite, but not an
Ammonitess; A Moabite, but not a Moabitess!

But in that case a bastard would’ imply: But not a female
bastard?’

It is written mamzer [Which implies] anyone objectionable’.
‘Does then Egyptian exclude the Egyptian woman’?

‘Here it is different, since the reason for the Scriptural text is
explicitly stated: Because they met you not with bread and with
water; it is customary for a man to meet [wayfarers]; It is not,
however, customary for a woman to meet [them]’.

‘The men should have met the men and the women the women!’
He remained silent

Thereupon. the King said.” ‘Inquire thou whose son the stripling
is’. Elsewhere he calls him youth; and here he calls him,
stripling! — It is this that he implied, “You have overlooked an
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halachah,” go and enquire at the college!” On enquiry, he was
told: An Ammonite, but not an Ammonitess; A Moabite, but not
a Moabitess. As, however, Doeg submitted to them all those
objections and they eventually remained silent

He desired to make a public announcement against him.
Presently [an incident occurred]: Now Amasa was the son of a
man, whose name was Ithna the Israelite, that went in to Abigal
the daughter of Nahash, but elsewhere it is written, Jether the
Ishmaelite! This teaches, Raba explained, that he girded on his
sword like an Ishmaelite and exclaimed, ‘Whosoever will not
obey the following halachah will be stabbed with the sword; I
have this tradition from the Beth din of Samuel the Ramathite:
An Ammonite but not an Ammonitess; A Moabite, but not a
Moabitess’!

The difficulty, however, still remains! — The following
interpretation was given: All glorious is the king's daughter
within.

| Samuel 18

17. And Saul said to David, Behold my elder daughter Merab,
her will I give you for a wife; only be brave for me, and fight the
Lord’s battles. For Saul said, Let not my hand be upon him, but
let the hand of the Philistines be upon him. 18. And David said
to Saul, Who am I? and what is my life, or my father’s family in
Israel, that | should be son-in-law to the king? 19. But it came to
pass at the time when Merab, Saul’s daughter, should have been
given to David, that she was given to Adriel the Meholathite for a
wife. 20. And Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David; and they
told Saul, and the thing pleased him. 21. And Saul said, I will
give her to him, that she may be a snare to him, and that the hand
of the Philistines may be against him. Therefore Saul said to
David, You shall this day be my son-in-law through the second.
22. And Saul commanded his servants, saying, Talk with David
secretly, and say, Behold, the king has delight in you, and all his
servants love you; now therefore be the king’s son-in-law. 23.
And Saul’s servants spoke those words in the ears of David. And
David said, Seems it to you a light thing to be a king’s son-in-
law, seeing that | am a poor man, and insignificant?

Deut 23

3. A bastard shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord; to
his tenth generation shall he not enter into the congregation of the
Lord.

4. An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation
of the Lord; to their tenth generation shall they not enter into the
congregation of the Lord forever; 5. Because they met you not
with bread and with water in the way, when you came out of
Egypt; and because they hired against you Balaam the son of
Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse you. 6. Nevertheless
the Lord your God would not listen to Balaam; but the Lord your
God turned the curse into a blessing to you, because the Lord
your God loved you. 7. You shall not seek their peace nor their
prosperity all your days for ever.

8. You shall not loathe an Edomite; for he is your brother; you
shall not loathe an Egyptian; because you were a stranger in his
land. 9. The children who are fathered by them shall enter into
the congregation of the Lord in their third generation
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I Kings 11
1. And king Solomon loved many foreign women, the daughter

of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites,
Sidonians, and Hittites. 2. Of the nations concerning which the
Lord said to the people of Israel, You shall not go in to them,
neither shall they come in to you; for surely they will turn away
your heart after their gods; Solomon attached himself to these in
love.

Ruth Rabbah 5

Thou art come to a people whom thou knewest not yesterday nor
the day before. For if you had come yesterday or the day before -
we would not have accepted you, for this halacha had not yet
been accepted - Amoni (male) and not Amonit (female), Moavi
(male) and not Moavit (female)

Ezekiel 16:49

Behold, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: pride, surfeit
of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her
daughters; and she did not strengthen the hand of the poor and
needy.

Tzephania 2:9
Therefore as | live, says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,

Surely Moab shall be like Sodom, and the Ammonites like
Gomorrah, the breeding place of nettles, and salt pits, and a
desolation for ever; the remnant of my people shall plunder them,
and the survivors of my people shall possess them.

Ruth Rabbah 5

11. And Ruth the Moabitess said: yea, he said unto me: thou shalt
keep fast by my young men (Il, 21). R. Hanin b. Levi said: In
truth she was a Moabitess, for Boaz said to her, Abide here fast
by my maidens (I, 8), while she said, BY MY YOUNG MEN
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