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Makot 11a

R. Hama b. Hanina remarked: Why was the section of the law of murder
introduced by a strong [emphatic] term, as it is written, And the Lord spake
[directed] unto Joshua saying, Speak [direct] unto the children of Israel
saying, Appoint for you cities of refuge, whereof | spake to you by the hand of
Moses? Because it was a direction to give effect to what had been ordained in
the Torah

Makot 9b-10a

Mishnah. Whither are they banished? To the three cities situate on the
yonder side of the Jordan and three cities situate in the land of Canaan, as
ordained, ye shall give three cities beyond the Jordan and three cities in the
land of Canaan; they shall be cities of refuge.24 not until three cities were
selected in the land of Israel did the [first] three cities beyond the Jordan
receive fugitives, as ordained, [and of these cities which ye shall give] six
cities for refuge shall they be unto you which means that [they did] not
[function] until all six could simultaneously afford asylum. And direct roads
were made leading from one to the other, as ordained, thou shalt prepare thee
a way and divide the borders of thy land into three parts. And two [ordained]
scholar — disciples were delegated to escort the manslayer in case anyone
attempted to slay him on the way, and that they might speak to him. R. Meir
says: he may [even] plead his cause himself, as it is ordained, and this is the
word of the slayer. R. Jose b. Judah says: to begin with, a slayer was sent in
advance to [one of] the cities of refuge, whether he had slain in error or with
intent. Then the court sent and brought him thence. Whoever was found
guilty of a capital crime the court had executed, and whoever was found not
guilty of a capital crime they acquitted. Whoever was found liable to
banishment they restored to his place [of refuge] as it is ordained, and the
congregation shall restore him to the city of refuge whither he was fled.
GEMARA. Our Rabbis taught: Moses had set apart three cities on the other
side of the Jordan, and corresponding to them Joshua set apart [others] in the
land of Canaan. And they were made to correspond on opposite sides like a
double row [of trees] in a vineyard; Hebron in Judah, corresponding to Bezer
in the wilderness; Shechem in mount Ephraim, corresponding to Ramoth in
Gilead; Kedesh in mount Naphtali, corresponding to Golan in Bashan. And
thou shalt divide the border of thy land into three parts means that they shall
form triads, [namely], that the distance from the Darom [southern] boundary
to Hebron be similar to that from Hebron to Shechem; and that from Hebron
to Shechem similar to that from Shechem to Kedesh; and that from Shechem
to Kedesh similar to that from Kedesh to the North [boundary].

Were three cities [necessary] in Trans-Jordania [the same as] three cities for
the [whole] land of Israel? — Said Abaye: By reason that manslaying was
rife in Gilead, as it is written: Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity and
is covered with footprints of blood. What is meant by [covered with
footprints] ‘akubbah? — Said R. Eleazar: It suggests that they tracked down
victims to slay them.
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Makot 10a

But were there no more [than six
cities of refuge]? Is it not written,
and to them ye shall add forty and
two cities . . . so all the cities shall
be forty and eight cities? — Said
Abaye: The main six cities
afforded asylum with or without
cognizance, while the additional

cities only afforded asylum
knowingly, but not without
cognizance.
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Makot 10b

Of two persons who had slain, one
in error and another with intent,
there being witnesses in neither
case. The Holy One, blessed be He,
appoints them both [to meet] at the
same inn; he who had slain with
intent sits under the step-ladder and
he who had slain in error comes
down the step-ladder, falls and kills
him. Thus, he who had slain with
intent is [duly] slain, while he who
had slain in error [duly] goes into
banishment.
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